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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To always enable the stabilization of a 
luminance signal (Y signal) in the vicinity of a 
prescribed white level when sensitivity magnification 
varies in a camera for which the automatic setting of a 
high sensitivity switching is enabled. 

CONSTITUTION: The level of the luminance signal 
obtained from the output signal of a CCD 1 is compared 
with first and second reference values (the first 
reference value<second reference value), respectively, 
by comparators 6 and 8 and the period of the field shift 
pulse of a pulse for CCD drive is varied by the 
comparison result. Thus, means 14 to 16 varying the 
first and second reference values according to the 
output of a sensitivity switching circuit 5A are 
provided in a video camera which changes exposure time 
and is capable of switching sensitivity. In the process 
for which a video is dark and sensitivity is raised, the 
first reference value at the (-) terminal of the 
comparator 6 is also raised, and in the process for 
which the video is bright and sensitivity is lowered, 
the second reference value at the (+) terminal of the 
comparator 8 is also lowered. Thus, also when the 


sensitivity (exposure time) of the CCD varies, a Y 
signal becomes possible to be set to around a prescribed 
white level (for instance, a white 100% level). 
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